The Maya 

Mesoamerica

· Southern Mexico, Yucatán Peninsula, Guatemala, Honduras
· Trace history to Olmec 

· Mix of Jungle and Mountain 

Classical Period of Mayan Civilization 

· 250 CE to 900 CE

Mayan Cities Included:

· Tikal 

· Copan 

· Chichen Itza 

· Each was an independent city-state ruled by a God-King 

· Cities features massive pyramids, temples, palaces and stone carvings 

· Ball Courts 

Agriculture

· Maize, bean, and squash

· Slash and burn technique 

· May have struggled due to lack of large domesticated animals and iron tools similar to that of New Guinea 

Economy: 

· Trade based economy between city states

· Major source of trade was obsidian but also cacao, jade, salt, feathers

· Use of rubber for soles of sandals 

Social:

· Accumulation of wealth led to the creation of social classes

· Mayan Kings at the top

· God-Like status

· Power passed through hereditary

· Noble class of priests and highest ranking warriors 

· Merchants and skilled artisans 

· Peasant majority 

· Rubber used for ball games 

Religion shaped Mayan Life:

· The Maya believed in many gods. 

· There were gods of corn, of death, of rain, and of war. Gods could be good or evil, and sometimes both. 
· Gods also were associated with the four directions and with different colors: white for north, black for west, yellow for south, red for east, and green in the center. 
· The Maya believed that each day was a living god whose behavior could be predicted with the help of a system of calendars.
Religious Practices 

· Offerings of blood, food, flowers and, incense 

· Body mutilation- piercings and cutting of their bodies as a blood offering 

· Human sacrifice of captured enemies 

· At Chichén Itzá, they threw captives into a deep sinkhole lake, called a cenote (say•NO•tay), along with gold, jade, and other offerings
· Human sacrifice belied to keep the Gods happy and the world in order

Mayan Calendar: 

The Maya developed a 260-day religious calendar, which consisted of thirteen 20-day months. A second 365-day solar calendar consisted of eighteen 20-day months, with a separate period of 5 days at the end. The two calendars were linked together like meshed gears so that any given day could be identified in both cycles. The calendar helped identify the best times to plant crops, attack enemies, and crown new rulers. The Maya based their calendar on careful observation of the planets, sun, and moon. Highly skilled Maya astronomers and mathematicians calculated the solar year at 365.2420 days. This is only .0002 of a day short of the figure generally accepted today! 

Language and Writing: 

· Most advanced system of language and writing in Mesoamerica

· Writing consisted of 800 hieroglyphic symbols called glyphs 

· Stood for whole word or symbols

· Incorporated pictures/drawings 

· Carved into stone or bark called the Codex ( 3 in existence)

· Popul Vuh, most famous Mayan book recorded after the arrival of the Spanish nearly 1,000 years later provides history of Mayans 

Mysterious and Rapid Decline:

· Late 800s Mayans mysteriously abandoned cities 

· Civilizations moved disappeared 

· Toltec from North in Mexico occupy lands later in history 

· Possible Theories 

· Wars between City-States 

· Over population

· Over farming and environmental damage led to food shortages and spread of disease 

